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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In the application filed together with this amendment 
please amend the specification and claims as follows: 

In the specification immediately following the title, please 
add the following paragraph: 

This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 09/412,079 and claims priority of that 
application . 

Please cancel claims 37, 38, 42 and 43. 

REMARKS 

The specification in this application, filed together with 
this preliminary amendment, is the same as that of the parent 
application. No new matter has been added. 

The specification has been amended pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 
§120 to contain the specific reference to the earlier filed 
application to which the present application claims a filing date 
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benefit . 

Claims 37, 38, 42 and 48 were allowed in the parent 
application (09/412,079) and as a result, they have been canceled 
from the present application. 



November 1, 2001 



Respectfully submitted, 




J^y/fe G r He^bl 
Attorney lor Applicants 
Registration No. 42,661 
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